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Week of February 3, 1986 


JOB READINESS WORKSHOPS DESIGNED 
TO HELP BLACK WOMEN FIND EMPLO 


KANSAS CITY -- Black women experiencing problems in finding employment 
are being urged to attend a series of workshops sponsored by the U.S. 
Department of Labor’s Women’s Bureau Regional Office and the Metropolitan 
Lutheran Ministry. 


According to Women’s Bureau Regional Administrator Rose Kemp, the series 
of "Job Readiness Workshops" will focus on specific activities to help women 
who are, or expect to be, looking for employment. 


Kemp said each weekly workshop will last two hours and that transportation 
and child care would be available for those individuals requiring the services. 


While the workshops are being sponsored by the Women’s Bureau, Kemp 
said she is pleased to learn that men have been attending the workshop 
sessions which began in mid-January. The workshops will continue until March 
18, 


Workshops will help women to: 


--identify their job skills, experience and abilities; 

--improve communication skills during job interviews 

on the job; 

--become familar with goal-setting skills and how to 

accomplishments as encouragement to face new challenges; 

--explore traditional and nontraditional careers for women; 

--identify basic job seeking techniques 

--maintain good health through preventive health measures; 

--explore grooming techniques which create a positive 
impression and strengthen self-confidence; and 

--identify community resources for training and other 
needed services. 


For more information about the workshops, contact the 
Women's Bureau at 816-374-6108 or the Metropolitan Luthern 
Ministry at 816-931-0027. 





Week of January 27, 1986 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--DECEMBER 1985 


WASHINGTON -- The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 
increased 0.2 percent before seasonal adjustment in December to a level 

of 327.4 (1967=100), the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department 
of Labor reported. For the 12-month period ended in December, the CPI-U 
increased 3.8 percent. 


The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers 
(CPI-W) rose 0.2 percent in December, prior to seasonal adjustment. The 
December 1985 CPI-W level of 323.4 (1967=100) was 3.6 percent higher than 
the index in December 1984. 


CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U)--Seasonally Adjusted Changes 

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI for All Urban Consumers rose 
0.4 percent in December. This compares with a 0.6 percent increase in 
November and a 0.3 percent average monthly rate of advance for all of 1985. 
For the second consecutive month, substantial increases in food and energy 
prices were responsible for the larger-than-average monthly increase in the 
CPI. These components accounted for about one half of the overall December 
advance. Excluding the food and energy components, the CPI-U rose 0.3 
percent in December, slightly less than in November. 


For the 12-month period ended in December, the CPI-U advanced 3.8 percent, 
about the some as in each of the 3 preceding calendar years. Although the 
overall increases in the past 4 years have been nearly the same, the 
composition of each has been somewhat different. The energy, shelter, and 
food components showed sharp deceleration beginning in late 1981. 


Throughout the 1982-85 period, however, the moderation became more broadly based with 
price increases for all other items slowing steadily. This continued slowing has 
occurred primarily in the goods sector, as prices in the service sector have remained 
around the 5 to 6 percent level since 1982. The rates for the groups during these 
periods are shown below. 


Average annual percent changes 


Dec. 1977- 12 months ended 
Dec. 1981 Dec. Dec. Dec. Dec. 
1982 1983 1984 1985 
All items 1 3.9 3.8 4.0 3.8 
Food , ° ° 3.8 
Shelter 5. 
Energy 
All other items ° , 
Other commodities ; 
Other services 
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The food and beverage component rose 0.8 percent in December after advancing 0.7 
percent in November, the sharpest increases in this component since the first 2 months 
of 1984. Grocery store food prices increased 1.0 percent on the strength of advances 
in the indexes for meats, poultry, fish, and eggs and fresh fruits and vegetables. 

The index for fresh fruits and vegetables rose 7.0 percent in December and was 7.8 
higher than in December 1984. Very large lettuce and tomato price increases were 
responsible for the December advance. Beef prices, which had declined in each of the 
first 8 months of 1985, have risen 9 percent in the last 4 months and are now slightly 
higher (0.6 percent) than at the end of 1984. Pork prices, which increased 2.8 
percent in November, rose 0.8 percent in December and are now at virtually the same 
level as a year ago. Poultry prices advanced sharply for the second consecutive month 
--up 1.6 percent in December-- and are 3.0 percent higher than 12 months ago. Among 
other major grocery store food groups, cereal and bakery products rose 0.6 percent in 
December and 3.6 percent over the year. The indexes for processed fruits and 
vegetables, dairy products, and other foods at home all declined in December. The 
other two components of the food and beverage index--restaurant meals and alcoholic 
beverages--each increased 0.3 percent, the same as in November. The 12-month advances 
in these components--3.8 and 5.5 percent, respectively--compare with a 2.1 percent 
increase in grocery store food prices. 


The housing component rose 0.3 percent in December, after advancing 0.5 percent 
in November, reflecting smaller increases in the cost of shelter and household 
furnishings and operations. Within the shelter component, renters’ costs rose 0.1 
percent, homeowners’ costs rose 0.4 percent, and maintenance and repair costs--which 
pertain co both renters and homeowners--increased 0.3 percent. The index for 
household furnishings and operations rose 0.1 percent in December, following a 0.3 
percent increase in November. The index for fuels and other utilities advanced 0.4 
percent in December, the same as in November. Fuel oil prices--up 2.0 percent in 
December--have increased 11.0 percent in the last 4 months of 1985 and are now 5.5 
percent above their level at the end of 1984. Despite these advances, fuel oil prices 
in December were 8.0 percent below their peak level of April 1981. Charges for 
electricity rose 0.6 percent in December, after registering declines in each of 


the preceding 2 months,and are 2.7 percent higher than in December 1984. 

The index for natural gas registered its fifth consecutive monthly decline 
and has decreased 4.6 percent during 1985. Among other utilities, the cost 
of telephone services declined slightly in December, due to a 1.3 percent 
drop in charges for intrastate calls. During the past 12 months, the cost 
of telephone services has risen 4.7 percent with local charges advancing and 
interstate call charges declining. 


The transportation component rose 0.5 percent in December, following an 
increase of 0.7 percent in November, largely as a result of a smaller but 
substantial increase in gasoline prices and a turnaround in the cost of 
automobile finance charges. Following the 1.0 percent increase in December, 
gasoline prices were 3.0 percent above their level at the end of 1984, but 
11.4 percent below their peak level of March 1981. Automobile finance 
charges, which increased 5.4 percent in the two-month period ended in 
November, declined 0.8 percent in December and are now 8.3 percent lower 
than in December 1984. On the other hand, new and used car prices, which 


-~more- 
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were unchanged in November, rose 0.4 and 0.1 percent, respectively. During 
1985, new car prices increased 3.5 percent, while used car prices declined’ 
1.9 percent. Among other automobile expenses, insurance costs rose 1.1 
percent in December and 12.0 percent during all of 1985. The index for 
public transportation was unchanged in December as a decline in airline 
fares offset increases in intercity bus and train fares and taxi fares. For 
the 12 months ended in December, public transportation costs rose 5.1 
percent. 


The medical care component rose 0.6 percent in December, following 
increases of 0.5 percent in each of the preceding 5 months. The index for 
medical care commodities-- prescription drugs, nonprescription drugs, and 
medical supplies--rose 0.3 percent. The index for medical care services 
rose 0.6 percent, with the cost of physicians’ services and hospital rooms 
each up 0.7 percent. During 1985, the cost of physicians’ services and 
hospital rooms advanced 6.9 and 4.8 percent, respectively. The over-the- 
year increase in hospital rooms was the smallest December-to-December rise 
since a 4.4 percent rise in 1964. 


The index for apparel and upkeep declined 0.2 percent in December, 
following a 0.2 percent increase in November. Widespread sale prices, 
with larger than usual seasonal price reductions in women's and girls’ 
clothing, were only partially offset by a 0.4 percent rise in charges for 
apparel services. During the past 12 months, prices for apparel commodities 
rose 2.4 percent, and charges for apparel services advanced 4.9 
percent. , 


The index for entertainment declined 0.1 percent in December, following 
a 0.3 percent rise in November. Declines in all major entertainment 
commodity groups--reading materials, sporting goods and equipment, and toys, 
hobbies, and other entertainment commodities--more than offset a small 
increase in entertainment services. 


The other goods and services component advanced 0.6 percent in 
December, after increasing 0.4 percent in November, largely as a result of a 
0.9 percent increase in cigarette prices. 


CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W) -- Seasonall 


Adjusted Changes 
On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI for Urban Wage Earners and 


Clerical Workers rose 0.4 percent in December, the same as in the CPI-U. 
(The rental equivalence approach to homeownership has been used in the CPI-W 
since January 1985. The methodology and samples of areas, items, outlets, 
and prices are identical in both the CPI-W and the CPI-U, and differences in 
monthly changes result only from different expenditure patterns and seasonal 


adjustment factors.) 





Week of February 3, 1986 


REAL EARNINGS IN DECEMBER 1985 


WASHINGTON -- Real average weekly earnings increased 0.7 percent from 
November to December after seasonal adjustment, according to preliminary 
data released by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of 
Labor. 


This increase stemmed from a 0.9 percent increase in average hourly 
earnings and a 0.3 percent increase in average weekly hours, and was 
partially offset by a 0.4 increase in the Consumer Price Index as measured 
by the Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers 
(CPI-W). 


Data on average weekly earnings are collected from the payroll reports 
of private nonfarm establishments. Earnings of both full-time and 
part-time workers holding production or nonsupervisory jobs are included. 
Real average weekly earnings are calculated by adjusting earnings in 
current dollars for changes in the CPI-W. 


Average weekly earnings increased by 2.9 percent between December of 
1984 and 1985 as a result of a 3.2 percent increase in average hourly 
earnings which was partially offset by a 0.3 percent decrease in average 
weekly hours. After adjustment for a 3.6 percent increase in the CPI-w 
over the same period, real average weekly earnings decreased 0.7 percent. 
Before adjustment for seasonal change and deflation by the CPI-W, average 
weekly earnings were $309.04 in December 1985, compared with $300.33 a 
year earlier. 


THE HOURLY EARNINGS INDEX 


The Hourly Earnings Index (HEI) in dollars of constant purchasing 
power increased by 0.3 percent from November to December. Compared with 
a year earlier, the HEI decreased by 0.5 percent. The HEI excludes the 
effects of two types of changes unrelated to underlying wage rate 
movements--fluctuations in overtime in manufacturing and interindustry 
employment shifts. 


t # # 





WEEK OF FEBRUARY 3, 1986 


FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


A record 19.5 million mothers, or 6 out of 10 women with children 
under 18 years old, were in the U.S. labor force in 1984. Ten years earlier, 
not quite 5 out of 10 mothers were employed outside the home, according to 
“Working Mothers and Their Children" a fact sheet issued by the Women's 
Bureau of the U.S. Department of Labor. 


### 


About 56 percent of the 58 million children under age 18 had mothers in 
the labor force in 1984; 48 percent of all children under age 6 (9.3 million) 
had working mothers, according to "Working Mothers and Their Children," a 
fact sheet issued by the Women's Bureau of the ¥.S. Department of Labor. 


ttt 


A record 6.2 million families with children were maintained by mothers 
in 1984, and they accounted for one-fifth of all families with children. In 
1985 there were about half as many such families, and they constituted only 
1 in 7 families with children, according to "Working Mothers and Their Children," 
a fact sheet issued by the Women's Bureau of the U.S. Department of Labor. 


### 
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